                                        NEWS SHEET 9 (DECEMBER 2017)

A Thuismitheoirí,
Tá an Nollaig beagnach buailte linn!  Term one has been a very busy and productive one here in the school.  I wish to compliment pupils, staff and parents for all their hard work and true diligence since September.  I have shared only some of the highlights with you below along with other points of important information.  
1.  Many thanks to our P.A. for organising our annual card drive on Sunday 3rd of December.  As always the feedback from all of the card players on the night has been so positive. The total profit from this fundraising event was €1343. All of this money will go towards different projects to benefit all the pupils in the school. The B.O.M. also wishes to express gratitude to the entire parent body, school staff and sponsors who supported the event.
1. We welcome Jonathan Farragher to our staff. Jonathan is covering for Noelle Gannon’s maternity leave in the junior room. We also welcome past pupils Lisa St John to our staff. She is covering for Elizabeth Keady’s parental leave in December. 
1. Our sensory garden is almost completed. Please come and view it. It’s an amazing addition to our school. Once again thanks to Thelma O’Reilly (Tiny Tots) and our Parents Association for bringing the project to fruition.
1. Our daytime Christmas recital is on Thursday 21st of December. All welcome. Children from Tiny Tots will take to the stage first at 11am. Pupils can wear a Christmas jumpers or a Christmas hat on the day. A donation of €2 per pupil can be made. All donations made will be given to Tuam Cancer Care. Pupils who bring in €2 will also be entered into a draw on the day. There will be a small Christmas hamper as a prize for each classroom! We acknowledge the support of the Parents Association in organising these prizes every year.    
1. Many thanks to staff for attending professional development courses in oral language, p.e., maths, team teaching and school management in recent weeks. Much appreciated.
1. Our visiting science teacher really impressed the staff and pupils with his experiments as part of National Science Week. Exciting and educational all in one! Many thanks to the staff member who organised it.  
1. Pupils in the senior room attended a musical in Tuam recently. Some of our senior girls even participated in the choir! Congratulations to senior pupils who also represented our school in a math table quiz for all primary schools in North County Galway. A top 5 finish! Excellent stuff and once again thanks to the staff member who organised all of these additional experiences for the pupils.
1. Reminder re. Social Media over the Christmas Period : Primary school children should not be given access in any form to any social media platforms. Primary school children should also not be given unsupervised access to the internet. Parents have to supervise this situation very closely outside of school hours. Should any misconduct in this regard (by an unsupervised child in Castlehackett N.S. outside of school hours) be brought to the attention of the school authority, the parent with the concern will be directed straight to An Garda Síochána, Tuam.
1. Many thanks to Carole Reynolds (Education Officer, Connemara National Park) who addressed the pupils recently re our native birds and how we can help care for them during the harsh winter months.
1. We wish all our 6th class pupils well as they decide which secondary school they will be attending. Should parents need advice re transitional arrangements etc please feel free to contact the school.
1. We thank the staff member who organises the clothes recycling drive for the school. Clothes are being collected on a continuous basis. All money raised through this initiative is always given to the Parent’s Association for various projects in the school.
1. We express our gratitude to the Curran family for kindly giving the Christmas tree that’s inside the front door to the school as always.
12. We’re delighted to be one of the few schools nationally to continue to offer an individual health and well being session to all the pupils in the school.  A proactive approach to bullying is the only policy consequently it’s the policy of Castlehackett N.S.
1. Monthly assembly is going very well.  We always have pupils share their poetry, singing, art and handwriting etc. with all the staff and pupils of the school through this forum.  This component of our assemblies has rightly praised pupils for their efforts and as a result has improved their confidence.
1. All staff and parents are reminded at this time of year especially that Castlehackett N.S. is a nut free zone.
1. Many thanks to parents and staff who engaged with the Setanta Book Club once again. The school gets book token credits based on the size of the orders put through. Staff  then select titles to improve their classroom library selection. All very good news indeed.
1. Past pupils Aisling Hanley and Shannon Glynn will be doing a short period of work placement in the school as part of their transition year. We welcome them to the school. 
1. All the pupils in the junior and middle room (ie junior infants to 3rd class inclusive), together with children in Tiny Tots will be going to a Christmas Play in Galway during school time on Wednesday the 20th of December. The children really look forward to this experience every year and well done to the staff who organise and supervise this trip so well. The B.O.M. or/and P.A. will subsidise this trip to ensure it only costs €10 per pupil (unchanged from last year). All payments are to be made to the school by the end of next week at the very latest. 
1. Over 50 shoe boxes with Christmas gifts were prepared again this year for less fortunate children in other parts of the world. Well done and mile buíochas. 
1. The Christmas annuals have arrived and will be circulated very soon.
1. Our school had an evaluation of P.E. carried out recently by a department of education inspector. Both staff and pupils were highly praised for the excellent teaching and learning provision that is made for P.E. in our school. We were delighted with this affirmation and I commend the staff for their hard work in this regard. 
1. Stretch and Grow lessons will continue on Mondays as normal for the rest of this term only. Pupils can wear tracksuits on these days. Tracksuits can also be worn on P.E. days. The junior room P.E. day is on Friday. The middle room P.E. day is on Wednesday and the senior room P.E. day is on Friday.
1. Hip Hop lessons will commence every Thursday for 6 weeks starting on the 11th of January. Pupils can wear tracksuits on these days. The subsidised cost of these 6 lessons will be €12 per pupil. This can be paid any time between the 8th and the 11th of January 2018.
1. All G.A.A. training by visiting coaches has stopped for the winter but the senior room will continue to be trained on Tuesdays during lunchtime for football by Mr Reilly and on Wednesdays at lunchtime for hurling by Mr Naughton. Pupils wear their uniforms and tog out in training gear and football boots for these sessions. Obviously these sessions can only take place weather permitting.
1. There are ongoing discussions at B.O.M. level regarding our athletics track. Developments in this regard will be communicated asap.
1. Hazel McDonagh is doing a fantastic teaching practice in the junior room. Well done to her.
1. Road Safety workshops have been booked for the pupils early in the new year.
1. An evaluation of religious education will take place in the school before Christmas. 
1. School close at 12 noon on Friday 22nd of December for the Christmas holidays and reopens on Monday 8th of January 2018. Once again many thanks for all the support since September.

Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain Nua Mhaith,

Beir bua agus Beannacht,


               Fergal O’Neachtain





