                                  News Sheet 10.   (31/1/2018)
A Thuismitheoirí agus a chairde go léir,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tá tús sármhaith eile curtha againn le bliain nua! Gabhaim mo bhuíochas libh uilig as seo. Fógróidh Lá Fhéile Bríde, teacht an Earraigh amárach! Nach bhfuil na seachtainí ag bogadh thart go beo? Seo chugaibh buaicphointí ó thus na bliana agus roinnt eolais tábhachtach eile faoin tréimhse  idir seo agus am Cásca. 
1. Congratulations to Noelle Gannon and her family on the birth of baby Odhran on Monday morning last. Both Mum and baby are healthy and well.
2. We thank Breda McHugh for her 17 years service to our school as S.N.A. We wish her well in all her future endeavours. 
3. Our pre-Christmas recital was a major success. Well done to all involved.  
4. I wish to praise pupils, parents and staff for engaging in what are now our year round reading drives. We are the only school in Galway  (to the best of my knowledge)to invest so much time in this area. It’s no wonder to us that the reading levels in our school are the best in Europe as revealed in P.I.R.L.S.  an international reading study we participated in last year. Keep up the good work everybody.
5. In an effort to also instil a love of reading in the junior room (i.e our youngest pupils who are still at the pre-reading stage) staff have helped implement a shared reading initiative in recent days. Information in relation to this has already been circulated to the parents of our infant children. The idea/methodology is very simple i.e. the  parent reads specially chosen graded readers by the class teacher for their child as part of homework for enjoyment purposes. Another reading initiative entitled literacy liftoff will literally take off in the junior room on Monday the 5th of February 2018! Details will issue from the junior teacher regarding this in the coming days. 
6. Finally in relation to reading in our school I acknowledge the lesson structure and team teaching element in this regard in all classrooms. It’s this truly coordinated team effort that’s providing  such fantastic learning experiences/outcomes  for all our pupils. Also the school’s continued participation in our Setanta book company purchases has helped hugely at maintaining interest levels across all the age levels in reading. Well done to everybody involved.
7. Our hip hop/modern dance lessons are proving very popular with all the pupils. Our version of dancing with the stars has certainly gripped the attention of all our pupils! Well done to Nicky Sheridan the pupils’ dancing teacher for all the amazing work she has done. We invite you all in to view a 15 minute modern dance performance by the pupils on Thursday 22nd of February at 11:15am. Everybody is welcome.
8. An investigation by the B.O.M. into the possible construction of astro turf facilities is delaying the development of our athletic track. We really want to get this development right and we have been working hard behind the scenes to ensure this. We appreciate your patience on this matter and I want to assure you all that the B.O.M. is not procrastinating. Should any parent be in a position to offer contact details etc for companies specialising in astro turf facilities please discuss this with me. I’d be delighted to engage with them on a preliminary basis at any rate to firstly obtain ideas and afterwards to establish an estimation of sizing of the astro area  and cost.
9. Parents of pupils from 1st class to 6th class inclusive are asked to contribute €10 per pupils for their tin whistle lessons with our visiting music teacher Matt Cunningham for term 2. This is for 10 music lessons! Great value. Please make this payment before the mid-term break. I’d also remind any outstanding hip hop dancing money to be returned to the school asap. The continuation of the provision of all these subsidised extra-curricular opportunities for the pupils relies on payments being made when requested. Taking our children privately for these lessons would cost many times more. Many thanks for all the payments made to date.
10. Our clothes for recycling are to be collected today. We will communicated the amount fundraised for our P.A. in our next issue.
11. Our open morning for parents of new infants will take place on Thursday 22nd of February  from 10:45am until 11:45am. We are confident of 5/6 new enrolments to date. Please spread the word and encourage as many prospective parents as possible to attend on the morning. Staff are already engaging the local crèches and promotional materials are being prepared. All church news letters and local news papers will also be notified. Let’s get as many new families to attend as possible. We need your support! Remember all those who attend will be treated to a modern dance performance amongst many other surprises!!
12. Please ensure that you continue to supervise your child’s homework every night and that the homework diary in signed.
13. All school absences are to be explained by note for the education welfare officer’s attention.
14. School starts at 8:50am every morning. Pupils arriving at 9am are interrupting classes that are already 10 minutes underway. It’s also unsettling for the pupil themselves who arrive late. Please be on time every morning.
15. In light of all the recent media coverage regarding smart phone usage amongst young children can I urge you all to continue to not give your child any smart phone access as long as they are in Castlehackett N.S. (or allow them unsupervised internet assess).I’m delighted that we were amongst the first schools in our area to shout loudly on this issue. I believe we are finally being heard and that a ban on ownership of such devices for under 16 year olds is now being taken very seriously at Government level. In the meantime keep your children safe.
16. Caherlistrane/Kilcoona Community Council are running a table quiz on Friday 2nd of February at 8pm in kilcoona N.S. hall. Tables of 4. Adults €10 and primary/secondary students are €5. There will be a separate quiz and prizes for primary school students. Can Castlehackett N.S. retain their title for the third year in a row?
17. We welcome past pupil CaitrIona Burke who will be commencing her teaching practice with us in the senior and junior classrooms very soon.
18. Yoga lessons, swimming lessons (2nd to 6th class), cycling training (senior room), bird watching, origami workshops and school tours have all been organised for after Easter! Details will issue nearer the time.
19. Our Castlehackett 8k takes place on Sunday the 10th of June at 10am! Time for us all to start running, jogging, walking and cycling (this year for the first time!). All-Ireland winning hurler and All-Star Gearóid McInerney has already launched Castlehackett 8k 2018 for us! See the photo on the wall inside the school! We are delighted to announce that all our pupils will be taking a more participatory role this year! This will involve students cycling the route with a responsible adults after the runners ,joggers and walkers have all started the race! More exact details will issue after Easter. We are currently at the point of organising a new committee and as always we extend an invitation to staff, parents and B.O.M. members to come on board in this regard. This is the only means we all have to voice our opinion and contribute. Please consider coming on board as making suggestions after the event is over is simply too late. The first committee meeting will take place shortly. Should you be in a position to join the organising committee please let the school know before the mid-term break. Your support would be very much appreciated. The committee will also be looking for race sponsors in the weeks ahead. Perhaps we could all keep this in mind! Support of this nature is imperative for the success of the event. This will be the 4th  hosting of our Castlehackett 8k and to date we have netted c. €23,000 in funds and gotten over 1,000 people (covering a total of over 8,000km!!) to complete the course! Our sports facilities when completed with these funds will be the envy of many! There may well be some funds remaining to engage in other exciting projects! All very good news indeed!  
20. Operation Continuation (information as emailed to the school by Jennifer Duggan, Annaghdown, organiser of the event)****“Operation Continuation” is Back
We are looking for 6 leaders to take part in an operation transformation type event beginning 21st Feb for 6 weeks. Leaders will have weekly health checks, weigh ins and meetings with our nutritionist.  There will be training sessions every Wed and Fri from 8.15 – 9pm in the Corrandulla new hall with an organised walk / Jog every Sunday Morning under the guidance of our local fitness Gurus.  Everyone is welcome to the classes to follow their chosen leader at a minimal charge of €3 per class or €5 for the 2 Classes.
If you have been looking for something to motivate you into a healthier life and would like to share your journey with like minded people, step up, BE A LEADER, Contact Jennifer on 087 2348061 for more information or e-mail info@annaghdown.ie****
21. Lunchtime senior football training continues as normal every Tuesday. Lunchtime senior hurling training continues every Wednesday. Lunchtime basketball training will commence very soon. Many thanks to the staff members who give freely of their lunch breaks to facilitate our unique year round sports provision in the school. 
22. In an effort to increase the physical activity of all our pupils, every classroom is now participating in a ‘10 @ 10’ initiative, i.e. ten minutes of physical activity at ten o’clock every day!
23. I acknowledge the commitment of staff who engaged in professional development in the areas of English and I.T. recently.
24. Our sensory garden is now complete. The children are really enjoying playing there.
25. Our Tuam Cancer Care West fundraiser at Christmas time amounted to €312! Many thanks. 
26. The staff and pupils performed brilliantly in their religious inspection in late December.
27. Gum shields are to be worn by all pupils for football training during the school day and also for all football matches played for Castlehackett N.S.
28. The school is being encouraged to participate in new child protection training. This may result in the school having to close for two half days. All the Department arrangements haven’t been made clear at the time of going to print. As soon as we get more information regarding this we will issue it.
29. Staff are actively purchasing ipad apps with a view to improving the learner experience inthe classrooms!
30. Staff members are exploring the possibility of buying some “maths resource boxes” with the intention of engaging in some project maths ideas for a mathematical drive later in the year! Other maths resources that cater for the teaching of all types of measurement eg time, length, weight etc  were purchased recently.
31. An exciting S.P.H.E. programme called “Friends For Life” is being explored as a possible block roll out later in the year. This programme teaches coping and resilience skills and has been proven to reduce anxiety levels in children!
32. Any parent in a position to give scratch/code classes to the senior pupils can contact the school. This opportunity was afforded to pupils some time ago and was much appreciated and hugely benefitial.
33. We were delighted that our close friends and school benefactors the extended  Bligh family have contacted the school recently with a view to visiting after the Easter holidays. There is a possibility that their visit will coincide with Castlehackett 8k 2018!
34. New reading software (“Lexia”) has been purchased for the school.
35. We’re celebrating Catholic schools week in the school this week. The teachers are availing of all the online resources.
36. Teachers will be using lesson plans from www.innocentbiggrow.com later in the spring to promote seed sowing/gardening skills.
37. The possibility of organising a First Holy Communion retreat for 2nd class in Knock is being discussed at the moment. Should it be going ahead more details will follow later.
38. Please note that the school is closed on the 15th and 16th of February for the midterm break. The school is closed on the 13th of March for staff training on the new language curriculum. The school is closed on the 19th of March for the St. Patrick’s weekend and finally the school closes at 12 noon on Friday the 23rd of March for the Easter holidays. 
39. Please note that all news sheets are available to read (and print) on the school website should you misplace this hardcopy.

As always lots of exciting news to report from the school! We really enjoy sharing it with you as always. There are no ordinary days in Castlehackett N.S.! What a learning environment we’ve all created for all our pupils! What an equally stimulating professional environment we’ve created for all our staff! 

       Beir bua agus beannacht, 
Fergal Ó Neachtain, príomhoide.
