                                 News Sheet 11 (20th of March 2018)
Ba liom príomhscéalta na scoile/eolas ginearálta a roinnt libh anseo agus An Cháisc beagnach buaillte linn! Bainigí taitneamh astu. Please find the latest school news items below together with other important points of information. The staff of Castlehackett N.S. are always eager to share all the many positive news items from our school. Please share them also with family, friends and neighbours.
1. We extend a very warm welcome to the Heraghty and the Kallo families to our school. We are very fortunate to have them join us and I know their experience and that of their children in our company will be a very positive one.
2. The school closes this Thursday at the normal time for the Easter holidays and reopens on Monday 9th of April. Due to an interruption to electricity supply the school will remain closed this Friday the 23rd of March.
3. The whole school reading drive has proven to be phenomenally successful. Many thanks to all our staff and parents for making this possible.
4. Many thanks to all staff who have undertaken professional development training in the areas of the new language curriculum, child safeguarding and Aistear. We are all so grateful to them for their hard work and dedication.
5. Tin Whistle lessons for pupils in 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th classes cost a subsidised rate of €10 per pupil for term 2. This work out exactly at €1 per lesson! This represents excellent value for money. Many thanks for all the payments made to date.  I’d ask that the small number of outstanding payments be made before the Easter holidays. As with all payment to the school please put the exact amount in an envelope with your child’s name and what it’s for written on the outside. Your child is encouraged to hand this up to your class teacher at morning time.
6. Parents are thanked for not giving their children any smart phone access/unsupervised internet access and are reminded to keep doing so.
7. Many thanks to the P.A. who are going to subsidise the cost of the 6 yoga lessons next term with Penny Jones! Further details will issue early in term 3.
8. Please find attached information re Caherlistrane/kilcoona community games. All completed pieces should be brought to the school by Thursday 22nd of March for collection. Each entry costs €2. Contact John McGrath on 0879324697 should you have any queries.
9. An important letter re our exciting vision for this year’s Castlehackett 8k will be circulated after Easter. The organising committee believe our day on June 10th will be the biggest and best 8k to date! Let’s all get training!!
10. Swimming lessons will commence in Tuam swimming pool for classes 2nd to 6th on Tuesday 17th of April and continue for 8 weeks. We encourage all pupils to avail of this opportunity. Bus will leave the school at 10:10am and return at 12:20pm approx. The total cost (including bus) will be €60 per pupil. This money will be collected on Thursday 12th of April.
11. Your child may well get p.e. homework in the coming weeks in preparation for the 1k pupils’ race (during school time) the Friday before our Castlehackett 8k and also in preparation for upcoming cycling initiatives in the school (details to issue after Easter). Please continue to encourage this and any other independent outdoor activity. This will all count towards Active School Week 2018. According to the Active Week Resource Pack available online : “Children and young people need 60 minutes of moderate to vigorous physical activity EVERY day. 80% of Irish children and young people DO NOT reach this target”.
12. Bags of recycled clothes are always welcome. All funds raised in this way are always given to our P.A. to aid in all the wonderful work they do for our pupils. A cheque of €408 was handed over on March 9th last from our last recycled clothes drive!
13. Cumann na mBunscol G.A.A. fixtures for our senior teams will all be played after Easter. All information can now be viewed through the relevant fixture links on www.scoilsportg.ie . Exact times and dates will be issued later. Support is always welcome. Many thanks to all our players (for their commitment to training especially during the cold winter months!), coaches (for their time commitment) and parents (for their support and always ensuring our school jerseys are washed) who make participation in these competitions possible. It’s a very valuable learning experience for our pupils and I’m really grateful to everybody involved.
14. Congratulations to the All-Ireland winning Corofin senior football team and the families from Corofin in our school. What a performance! It all bodes well for our county senior football team this year. Can we talk about an elusive All Ireland double in earnest for the first time in many years! We have much to look forward to on the playing field  in the months ahead!  
15. As always the P.A. are organising the raffle for Easter Hampers! One ticket per child. €2 per ticket. All monies raised are going to Aoibhinn’s Pink Tie charity. There will be one hamper for every classroom.
16. Congratulations to all our 2nd class pupils who celebrated their First Confession today. Many thanks to Fr Hughie, Mr Reilly and parents for the role you all played in preparing our students to make this sacrament. We now eagerly await our First Holy Communion Day on Saturday 19th of May at 11am!
17. Our end of year Mass/Graduation mass will take place on Wednesday 27th of June at 11am. All parents and grandparents are welcome to attend.
18. We have secured 6 new junior infant enrolments for September 2018 following very successful enrolment drive initiatives. We are delighted about this. Of course enrolment drives are incessant for any small school like Castlehackett N.S.  I’m available to meet prospective new families to the area any time. Please inform neighbouring families of this. Our next big open day is the day of our Castlehackett 8k on Sunday June 10th! We can all use our influence to get as many people to attend as possible especially from the peripheral areas of our catchment area. Then leave it to Castlehackett N.S to make that good first impression and push the school’s profile! We all know how to do this! Staffing retention relies on capitalising on events like these. Let’s collectively once again make our 8k event really count. We owe it to all the children in Castlehackett N.S.
19. Please ensure that you continue to supervise your child’s homework every night and that the homework diary in signed.
20. Please find attached a plan detailing what we are now pursuing in relation to the development of our school site. A qualified Engineer (Mr Paddy Joe Newell, Headford) with experience in this field has been appointed to ensure quality of work and value for money. A site visit has been recently conducted and Paddy Joe has prepared the enclosed plan.  The proposed astro turf facility at the front of the school will be exactly three times the size of our indoor hall. Astro turf facilities like these are sometimes referred to as outdoor p.e. rooms . In light of the fact that no Department funding is available for this development and also in light of the fact that our budget is relatively small, I think we have to be realistic and cut our cloth to measure in terms of the size of our Astro turf surface. While the completed works may well be smaller than other such facilities in the immediate area, it will be considerably larger than other similar facilities in the west of Galway when completed. I’m convinced that the size of the enclosed astro turf  proposal is just right for a school our size and that it will add great value to the learning experiences of all the pupils. It will also be clearly on view for all passers-by to see, surrounded by a safe high green cage! This is all very positive news indeed. By placing the asto facility at the front of the school it ensures that we retain our full size grass gaa field at the back of the school, which is very important to everybody. I know that there will be a shortfall in terms of available school funds (all from the Castlehackett 8k fundraisers that you all worked so hard for) to bring the project to full completion. As soon as I’m aware of what this is I will let you know. It’s fantastic to be finally at this stage of the project. Many thanks for your patience.
21. The school has circulated a document to the P.A. re how it proposes to recoup lost time due to forced school closures as a result of adverse weather conditions this year. Please contact a member of the P.A. for more details. The lost time can more than be made up for without the need of having to cut holiday time.
22. We welcome Aoife Naughton as our new S.N.A. to the school.
23. A retreat in Knock for our second class First Holy Communion class has been organised for Thursday April 18th. Mr Reilly will issue a note with the details to the pupils in question soon.
24. The children will be planting a mini school vegetable garden after Easter with seeds secured through the incredible edibles programme! 
25. As a direct result of book purchases you made through the setanta book club, a member of the school staff was in a position to supplement our classroom libraries with many new book titles to the value of over €300!
26. A programme to help all pupils in 6th transition well to secondary school will be rolled out it June! Details will issue at a later time.
27. Individual anti-bullying health and wellbeing session will be offered to each pupil in the school, tomorrow and Thursday. We are the only primary school in the Tuam Diocese to offer such a proactive support to all our pupils!
28. We welcome Mason Glynn (past pupil) on work experience over the next 3 days.
29. Elizabeth Keady will be taking a 3 week unpaid parental leave directly after the Easter Holidays. Experienced teacher Mrs Joan McDonnell will be covering for Elizabeth. We welcome Joan in advance.
30. Caitríona Burke (past pupil) has just completed a very successful 5 week teaching practice in the senior room. Caitríona will commence another 5 week teaching practice in the junior room after the Easter holidays.  
31. Whole school assemblies every month are continuing to prove hugely successful. What a forum this is to showcase individual talent to the whole school and to offer praise. Mol an óige agus tiocfaidh sí!
32. The school tours will take place on Tuesday the 26th of June. The junior tour (Junior infants to 2nd class) will be going to Turoe Pet Farm, Loughrea. The senior tour will be going to the “Lets Go” adventure tour in Athlone (all the activities are on dry land this year). Further details will issue in term 3.
33. Please note again that the school will remain closed on Friday the 4th of May and again on Friday the 1st of June.
34. Please find and read attached information re  Caherlistrane ladies G.A.A. fundraiser.
35. Please find and read attached Annaghdown G.A.A. club newsletter.
36. The pupils will be participating in an origami and bird watching workshop on May 16th and 17th with Tom Cuffe. This venture will be half funded by The Heritage Council and half funded by the B.O.M. of the school.
37. The staff recently engaged with and prepared a new child protection safeguarding statement and risk assessment. Both documents are available to read on the school website.
38. Please note that all school News Sheets are always available to read  on www.castlehackettns.ie .
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