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                                                                                                4th of September 2018 
                              NEWS-SHEET 13.    
(All previous News-Sheets are available to read on our school website. Generally our school News-Sheets are issued bimonthly. You will be text alerted to their circulation via your child’s school bag always. It is the school’s most important communication tool. Please ensure you take the time to read it.)
A Thuismitheoirí,
Tá fáilte romhaibh arais chuig Scoil Naomh Iosef i ndiaidh an tSamhraidh. The staff extend a special welcome to all our new pupils and we also warmly congratulate Mr Reilly (1st, 2nd and 3rd class teacher) on his recent engagement and Thelma Reilly (Tiny Tots manager) on the birth of her twins! All very exciting news.
Once again we will all work together to ensure that this academic year is another very enriching one for the whole school community but in particular for our students. I eagerly look forward to it as do all the staff of the school.
1. School Hours
School starts at 8:50a.m. and finishes at 2:30p.m. Junior and Senior Infants finish at 1:30 p.m. It is important that children are on time each morning so that classes can commence as scheduled. Parents are also reminded to leave their children at the front door of the school every morning so as to foster their child’s independence. All meetings with teachers are made by appointment via our school’s email address info@castlehackettns.ie or by phone. This measure reduces interruptions to class time and ensures that all the pupils in our care receive the best education possible all of the time. 
2. Afterschool Clubs
The afterschool club (1:30pm to 2:30pm) is being organised by Tiny Tots once again this year. All queries should be made to Madeline Finnegan in Tiny Tots. The cost for this service is €5 per day or €20 for the 5 days. We are very grateful to our operators for providing this service. The continuation of this service relies upon payments being made and in a prompt manner.
3. The E.C.C.E. Year.
We are extremely proud of our Tiny Tots facility. Many thanks to Thelma O’Reilly, Linda Hession, Madeline Finnegan and Karen O Brien for providing such a fine, warm, colourful and well resourced facility for the pre-schoolers in our community.
4. Collection of Children
On the rare occasion where a relative or friend, who normally does not collect your child, arrives to the school to pick up him/her, the school should be advised of this beforehand in the interest of safety. Please write a note to your child’s teacher should this situation arise. 
5. Fr. Hughie Loftus
We wish Fr Hughie Loftus well in his new position as parish priest of An CeathrúRua. We thank him for all his work over the years. He will be missed by the whole school community. Fr. Seán Cunningham is our new parish priest. We wish him well and we look forward to working closely with him in matters relating to the B.O.M. and sacramental preparation in particular in the years ahead.

6. School Uniform 
Your co-operation to ensure that your child wears the full school uniform every day is most appreciated. You’ll find a detailed outline of what our school uniform is on the school’s website (www.castlehackettns.ie).  Please remember to label your child’s uniform and all their belongings. School name tags can be purchased online eg www.mynametags.ie

7. Education Welfare Act
We would appreciate a note explaining any absence should it arise throughout the year. Please note that if a pupil is absent for more than 20 days or is continuously late arriving to school, the principal is legally obliged to report the matter to the education welfare officer. 
8. Personal Accident Insurance
All pupils are now covered for 24 hour personal accident insurance.
9. Payments to the School
It would be hugely helpful if payments made to the school were for the exact amount requiring no change. Please also make sure that money is put in an envelope with your child’s names, details of the payment and date clearly written on the outside. 
10. Confirmation and Communion Dates
Pupils in 5th and 6th classes will be making their sacrament of Confirmation this year. The First Holy Communion will take place in May as usual. The exact date and time of both these sacraments will be provided as soon as the information becomes available. 
11. Medical Problems
 It is very important for us all to remember that Castlehackett N.S. is a nut free zone. Please continue to make the school aware if your child has any medical problems. The information given in this regard will be treated with total confidentiality. In the case of a child necessitating urgent medical attention and where parents cannot be contacted, he/she will be taken to a local doctor or A. and E. 
12. School Closings
A list of school closings for the year is available on the school website (www.castlehackettns.ie) . Please also now note that the school will be closed on Friday the 26th of October for the presidential election. The school is always used as a voting centre at election time. 
13. Parents Association (P.A.)
A new P.A. committee is formed annually as per N.P.C. guidelines, if there’s sufficient interest in a school. Please let me know by the last school day of September if your interested in there being a P.A. committee in the school and possibly becoming a member yourself. I will then convene a meeting in the school some evening to afford interested parents the opportunity to organise a properly constituted P.A. committee/officers etc. I’d ask all parents to reread the attached letter re the P.A. that was circulated last year.

14. Course Days
All the teachers have completed at least one professional development course during July and August. This entitles them to 3 ‘extra personal vacation days’, which can be taken at their discretion throughout the coming academic year. We thank our diligent staff for constantly upskilling themselves. The pupils of Castlehackett N.S. are very fortunate
15. Text-a-Parent
Group texts to parents are sent using the text-a-parent online service. Should your mobile number change, please inform the school of same, so that the record can be amended. Also if you become aware that you are not receiving school text messages at any time throughout the year please inform the school.
16. New Child Protection Guidelines.

Relevant sections of the new child protection guidelines and procedures will be photocopied and disseminated as soon as the Department of Education sends a hardcopy to the school. This will explain the range of child protection concerns that do arise for schools on a daily basis from minor parental neglect concerns right through to more serious case of abuse in all its forms. All school staff  are now mandated to report all child protection concerns to Túsla.

17. Mobile Phones.
Mobile phones are not permitted in the school. If for a particular reason a child needs to have a mobile on a particular day, the class teacher should be made aware of same. No child in primary school should have ownership of a smart phone. I understand that this will become law in the not too distant future.
18. Social Media.
Primary school children should not be given access in any form to any social media platforms. Primary school children should also not be given unsupervised access to the internet. Parents have to supervise this situation very closely outside of school hours. Should any misconduct in this regard (by an unsupervised child in Castlehackett N.S. outside of school hours) be brought to the attention of the school authority, the parent with the concern will be directed to An Garda Síochána, Tuam. Schools have now also been instructed to report such cases of parental neglect to Túsla, the child and family agency. Staff  have recently become mandated to do so under new child protection guidelines. You will be informed if and when such action is necessitated.
19. Gaming

Addiction to gaming is now a recognised medical condition. I’ve seen x-boxes being dubbed “anger boxes” for the change in mood they appear to make in children. Please ensure that such boxes and consoles are out of bounds totally during the school week and used under strict time control measures at the weekends if your child has one. Cases of pupils being zoned out totally in class due to excessive gaming do occur in Castlehackett N.S. As with point 17 above such cases of parental neglect will now be reported to Túsla from September should any staff member be made aware of this. Childhoods are simply too precious for schools to ignore this any longer.

20. General Data Protection Regulation (G.D.P.R.)

I can confirm that we are aware of our obligations under the new Data Protection Act and we have been taking appropriate technical and organisational measures to comply with all our obligations under G.D.P.R. when processing Personal Data supplied by you. This Data is used solely by Castlehackett N.S. and not shared. 

21. Special Educational Needs (S.E.N.) provision.
Mr Fergal Naughton and Ms Elizabeth Keady are once again looking forward to heading up the S.E.N. department in the school. Preparations, meetings and professional development have all taken place. The S.E.N. teachers are eagerly anticipating intervening with their pupils from Monday the 10th of September!

22. Work Placement Teaching Students.
We wish past pupil Ciara Glynn the very best of luck in her teacher placement in the junior and senior rooms over the coming months. It is a pleasure to have so many of our past pupils back in this capacity annually. We’d like to think their positive experiences in Castlehackett N.S. as students influenced their career choice in some way!
23. School Assemblies
Once again we look forward to holding a whole school assembly at the start of every month to celebrate the pupils achievements and acknowledge their successes both inside and outside the school. We also use this forum to discuss other matters i.e. behaviour, work rate, attitude etc
24.  The School Website
Please check our fabulous school website from time to time for updates on the latest news in Castlehackett N.S. You will be alerted to new content being uploaded.
25. G.A.A. Training and Basketball Training.
The weekly lunch-time training sessions for senior pupils(4th, 5th and 6thclass) takes place every Tuesday weather permitting with Mr Reilly. Lunch-time hurling/camogie lessons take place with the senior pupils every Wednesday with Mr Naughton. Senior room basketball training will also commence shortly. The senior room will be informed when this is. All pupils are encouraged to participate and it’s understood that those participating pupils will make a commitment to these training sessions for the year. Team Castlehackett needs that! The middle and senior classroom teachers will inform their pupils of the times of our 2 visiting GAA coaches (one hurling and one football) later in the year. Lunchtime GAA sessions will recommence the week of the 10th of September. Expect another very successful sporting year in 2018/2019!
26. School Transfers
From time to time new pupils from other local primary schools will wish to enrol in Castlehackett N.S. during a school term. All new applicants are reminded that the start of an academic year is always more favourable for such transitions. New comer parents are to be reminded that there is also a process involved and that a formal application has to be made. Should you know of any parents who fall into this bracket please inform them to email the school and to make an appointment. The school principal will be very happy to discuss the matter further at this point.
27. Irish Music
We are very fortunate to have Matt Cunningham visit our school once a week. Matt’s lessons commence on Thursday 13th of September. All pupils from 1st to 6th class inclusive will be participating in those lessons. Matt will give 10 lessons in term 1 and the subsidised cost per pupil for these lessons is only €10. Please return this money to the school by the end of September at the latest in a labelled envelope.

28. Parking.
Parents are reminded to keep the roundabout clear at all times so that Lena (our school bus driver) can safely enter and exit the school grounds. Should you wish to park up your car to talk to somebody for whatever reason please use the basketball court.

29. Clothes for Recycling:
The date for the collection of clothes for recycling is Friday the 28th of September This recycling drive is always ongoing and all funds raised go to the P.A. for educational projects for the children. Please do not put old duvets or worn carpets into the bags for collection! All of these unwanted items have to be removed by the school and their disposal paid for. Check out Lenrec’s website for a full list of the items they accept and refuse. 
30. Athletics Track!

Phase 1 of our outdoor development is now complete i.e. our running track in tarmac. (Please see the attached letter which specifically details each phase of our unique development. A plan of the finished development is available to view on the school’s website). It really is a remarkable achievement and as you all know it could not have happened without you all. You ensured the success of all our Castlehackett 8ks to date thus ensuring that funds were available to make phase 1 of the dream possible for your children. Athletics tracks attached to any educational institution are fantastic. Ones attached to primary schools are virtually non-existent! Castlehackett N.S. is different though! We recognise that such a facility promotes health and wellbeing and guarantees that pupils run/walk hundreds of kms over the duration of their school experience that they otherwise would not run/walk. Also it’s worth remembering that unlike team sports running/walking is a lifelong pastime. Plant that seed early and a love of being active might well take root. It’s all about having a healthy mind in a healthy body and we can boast that we are one of the very few schools in Ireland to recognise this and to take action about it all for ourselves by ourselves! The hard work was worth it!Well done and many thanks. A special mention of thanks must be given to our B.O.M., our caretaker, a number of parents, the construction workers and our supervising engineer who ensured the project was completed to the highest standards and on time for the start of the new school year.

31. Reading Drives.

Having your child read a variety of texts at an appropriate difficulty level is the joint responsibility of class teacher and parent. We owe it to our children to have them read such texts not just now and again but every week of the year. Time is precious. Well done to all the parents who availed of the reading challenge organised by Tuam library during the summer. A text alert was issued by the school at the time informing you that it was taking place. Please ensure you now return your child’s reading log there. The presentation ceremony for all the children who completed the challenge will take place in Tuam library on Saturday the 22nd of September. 
Regarding the school’s input in the process, we will certainly ensure that your child is offered a new library book at an appropriate difficulty level every week. At the end of the academic year this will mean that your child will have been offered almost 40 carefully chosen books by the school! We are very fortunate to have such well-resourced libraries in Castlehackett N.S. However the school’s input in this area is only half the answer to the challenge that is encouraging reading in the home. All readers need extra carefully chosen material for the speedy reader, weekend reading, holiday time etc. I encourage you to engage the services of your local library to meet your child’s need at this level. The librarians there are simply amazing and would be delighted to point you in the direction of particular suitable genres etc. There is something in a library for even the most reluctant junior reader. It’s always just a case of finding what this is. The school is ever only half (at best) the answer to promoting a reading culture for your child. Together our joint contribution on this front can best be described as transformative!

32. Hip Hop Dancing.

Unfortunately Nicky our hip hop teacher has been offered an S.N.A. position in a primary school and has had to renege on her commitment to take classes with the children this term. We wish her well in her new position and thank her for all her input last year.

33. School Photographer.

The school photographer is coming first thing on Friday the 7th of September. Parents will be offered the opportunity to purchase these photographs at a later stage.

34. First Aid Course.

Many thanks to staff who engaged in a First Aid Course during the summer holidays. I am currently at the point of organising a First Aid Course for parents’ of children in the school. Interest expressed by parents at the end of term 3 last year has all been logged but should any new parent be interested in putting their name down to be included for this training please email the school on info@castlehackettns.ie
A date and time (in the evening) will issue shortly. Plenty of notice will be given.

35. School Fees.
Please ensure that any outstanding school fees as outlined at the bottom of your child’s booklist are paid to the class teacher asap. This is important so that we can buy the books for those parents availing of the book rental scheme this week. Should you have misplaced your child’s booklist softcopies are all available on the school’s website atwww.castlehackettns.ie

36. Health Eating.
The school has a healthy eating policy i.e no junk food or junk drink. Please read the attached booklet for further information and for healthy lunch options.

37. Homework.
Homework is given on a Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday night only. The staff are mindful of the N.P.C. guidelines below when setting homework daily. If you find your child is exceeding the allotted time after having applied himself/herself fully to the task at hand, please leave the unfinished homework and write an explanatory note to your child’s class teacher.
The following guidelines apply re homework as adapted from N.P.C. guidelines:

Junior/ Senior infants: 
No formal homework but perhaps some drawing,
preliminary reading, matching shapes and pictures or
listening to stories read by parents.
First/ Second class: 20-30 minutes
Third/ Fourth class: 30-40 minutes
Fifth/ Sixth class: 40-60 minutes

It must be stressed that these are suggested target times. In practice, the time
taken will depend on the individual child.			 


38. Youth Academy @N.U.I.G.
Parents’ attention (of pupils in 4th, 5th and 6th class) is directed to the attached letter re the youth academy in N.U.I.G. Pupils in the senior classes participate in this every year.
A huge thank you to the parents and staff of Castlehackett N.S. for all your support always and I look forward to your continued co-operation in the year ahead. 
Is mise le meas,
Fergal Ó Neachtain
Fergal Ó Neachtain, príomhoide na scoile.
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