                                  News Sheet 14.   (30/1/2019)
A Thuismitheoirí agus a chairde go léir,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tá tús sármhaith eile curtha againn le bliain nua! Gabhaim mo bhuíochas libh uilig as seo. Fógróidh Lá Fhéile Bríde, teacht an Earraigh amárach! Nach bhfuil na seachtainí ag bogadh thart go beo? Seo chugaibh buaicphointí ó thus na bliana agus roinnt eolais tábhachtach eile faoin tréimhse  idir seo agus am Cásca. 
1. Our Christmas Concerts were a major success. Well done to all involved.  
2. Many thanks to the Tuam Herald who visited our school last week. A wonderful opportunity for the children and staff to showcase the fantastic work that occurs within our school community.
3. I wish to praise pupils, parents and staff for engaging in what are now our year round reading drives. Keep up the good work everybody.
4. In an effort to also instil a love of reading in the junior room (i.e our youngest pupils who are still at the pre-reading stage) staff have helped implement a fantastic reading initiative entitled literacy lift-off. It will go ahead after midterm. Details will be issued from the junior teacher regarding this in the coming days. 
5. The school’s continued participation in our Setanta book company purchases has helped hugely at maintaining interest levels across all the age levels in reading. Well done to everybody involved.
6. Our Zumba lessons proved very popular with all the pupils. Well done to Michelle McMguire, the pupils’ dancing teacher for all the amazing work she has done.
7. Parents of pupils from 1st class to 6th class inclusive are asked to contribute €10 per pupil for their tin whistle lessons with our visiting music teacher Matt Cunningham for term 2. This is for 10 music lessons! Great value. The continuation of the provision of all these subsidised extra-curricular opportunities for the pupils relies on payments being made when requested. Taking our children privately for these lessons would cost many times more. Many thanks for all the payments made to date.
8. Golf lessons are currently taking place within the school. Many thanks to Pat Fahy from Tuam Golf Club for the coaching and to the PA who helped to organise it. The benefits of golf for young children include; improves strength of core muscles that support the spine, improves flexibility, and allows participants the opportunity to achieve success on their own. How lucky are our children in getting this opportunity! 
9. Our open morning for parents of new infants will take place on Tuesday 19th of February  from 9:00am until 10:00am. Please spread the word and encourage as many prospective parents as possible to attend on the morning. Staff are already engaging the local crèches and promotional materials are being prepared. All church newsletters and local news papers will also be notified. Let’s get as many new families to attend as possible. We need your support!
10. Please ensure that you continue to supervise your child’s homework every night and that the homework diary in signed.
11. All school absences are to be explained by note for the education welfare officer’s attention.
12. In light of all the recent media coverage regarding smart phone usage amongst young children, can I urge you all to continue to not give your child any smart phone access as long as they are in Castlehackett N.S. (or allow them unsupervised internet access). 
13. Our Castlehackett 8k takes place on Sunday the 9th of June. We are currently at the point of organising a new committee and as always we extend an invitation to staff, parents and B.O.M. members to come on board in this regard. This is the only means we all have to voice our opinion and contribute. Please consider coming on board as making suggestions after the event is over is simply too late. The first committee meeting will take place shortly. Should you be in a position to join the organising committee please let the school know before the mid-term break. Your support would be very much appreciated. The committee will also be looking for race sponsors in the weeks ahead. Perhaps we could all keep this in mind! Support of this nature is imperative for the success of the event. 
14. “Annaghdown ‘light up’ Operation Transformation 5k walk”. All are welcome to join in this walk starting on Thursday January 17th at 7.30 which runs for 6 weeks. Walks are also on Sundays at 9.30 am. There is no charge to take part in this event. The organising committee advise to wear suitable clothing and footwear. High vis jackets are essential. Walkers may bring their torches if needed. Tea/ Coffee facilities will be available on the nights.
15. Thanks to all the Staff for helping to implement the brilliant initiative “1k a Day”.  A wonderful thing to see in action every day.
16. Many thanks for all the support with the Card Drive.  Another great success.  The total profit from the night was over 2K!! A huge thank you to the P.A, parents and all the staff.
17. Lunchtime senior football training continues as normal every Tuesday. Lunchtime senior hurling training continues every Wednesday. Lunchtime basketball training will commence very soon. Many thanks to the staff members who give freely of their lunch breaks to facilitate our unique year round sports provision in the school. 
18. I acknowledge the commitment of staff who engage in professional development, we are blessed to have such committed staff
19. Our Tuam Cancer Care West and Rosabel’s Rooms fundraisers were a huge success, your contributions are hugely appreciated, many thanks. 
20. Gum shields are to be worn by all pupils for football training during the school day and also for all football matches played for Castlehackett N.S.
21. Staff are actively purchasing ipad headphones with a view to improving the learner experience in the classrooms!
22. Staff members are buying some “maths resource boxes” for team teaching in numeracy for a mathematical drive that is happening in the senior room. It has proved a great success. Many thanks to the staff members involved. It has proved so successful that the same initiative will be trialled in the middle room after Easter. 
23. An exciting S.P.H.E. programme called “Friends For Life” is being explored members of staff have enrolled in training in order to implement this programme. This programme teaches coping and resilience skills and has been proven to reduce anxiety levels in children!
24. Any parent in a position to give scratch/code classes to the senior pupils can contact the school. This opportunity was afforded to pupils some time ago and was much appreciated and hugely beneficial.
25. We were delighted that our close friends and school benefactors, the extended  Bligh family, have contacted the school recently. Their ongoing support is greatly appreciated.
26. We promote seed sowing/gardening skills within our school. We will have a special guest helping the three rooms get ready for the sowing in early spring
27. A First Holy Communion retreat for 2nd class in Knock has been organised due to the success of last year’s retreat. More details will follow later.
28. A Confirmation retreat has been organised for the 18th of February. Many thanks to the staff for organising this. 
29. Please note that the school is closed on the 21st and 22nd of February for the midterm break. The school is closed on Monday the 18th of March for the St. Patrick’s Bank Holiday  and finally the school closes at 12 noon on Friday the 12th of April for the Easter holidays. 
30. The school will be entering an Aldi competition which could help the school significantly and we need your support! Two Primary Schools will win €50,000 each to develop their playing facilities. A primary school in each province will receive €2,500 worth of training equipment for their school, a training session with Paul O’Connell including a new set of school jerseys and branded water bottles. Every school who enters a fully completed poster will receive an Aldi Play Rugby kit bag, 4 rugby balls, a water bottle holder and 6 water bottles. Aldi customers who spend €30.00 or more in one transaction will receive an Aldi Play Rugby sticker in store. We need over 300 stickers to be in with a chance of entering the draw by the 7th of April. Full details can be found on the school Facebook page. If you know of anybody not using the stickers for a school, they could be sourced also to help us achieve our target of 300. 
31. Please note that all news sheets are available to read (and print) on the school website should you misplace this hardcopy.

Beir bua agus beannacht, 
David Reilly, príomhoide.

