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A Thuismitheoirí agus a chairde uilig, Tá 

fearadh na fáilte romhaibh arais arís chuig ár 

nuachtlitir. Shílfeá nach mbeadh móran le rá 

againn faoi Mhí Dheireadh Fómhair toisc go 

raibh píosa gearrtha de, mar gheall ar an 

mbeiseadh Samhna ag deireadh na Míosa. Ní 

mar a shíltear a bhítear scaití áfach! Fan go 

bhfeicfidh tú!  

 

Once again October was a very busy month in 

Castlehackett NS! Lots of interesting stories to  

share with you!   I hope you enjoy reading 

about them here.  

 

 

Fun with Science  

 

October was very interesting once again on 

the science front.   We discovered that gases 

expand when heated ; that the leaf (with a 

focus on our local ash, hazel and sycamore 

leaf) is the food manufacturer for the plant ; 

that moving air exerts less pressure than still air ; 

and that some materials are better than others 

at conducting electricity. We can't wait to get 

our hands on newly purchased  science 

equipment! There will b e no stopping us then!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Gifts from Mrs Hernon  

 

We thank former principal Mrs Mary Hernon for 

purchasing educational board games for all 

the classrooms at the start of October. The 

pupils are really enjoying them. Having fun 

while learning! It really is the key.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extra! Extra! Read all about it!!!  

 

We thank The Tuam Herald for the exposure 

they gave us on Wednesday September 30th. 

All copies of the paper sold out in record time 

on the day!  
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From the Lectern  

 

We were delighted to welcome Elocutionist 

Patricia King to the school recently. All pupils 

were arguing with their words from the lectern 

before the session was over. What a vital life 

skill! We all have a voice. The senior pupils are 

engaging in a series of debating lessons w ith 

their class teacher at the moment. Their motion 

before the mid -term break was : "The 

Halloween Festival Should Be Abolished 

Forever".  It was most entertaining witnessing 

the proposition and the opposition going head 

to head! A winner could not be chosen!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Card Templates  

 

Our Christmas card templates have been sent 

to the publishers for printing. All the pupils 

made a big effort with their creations this year. 

We are all grateful to Mrs Noelle Gannon 

(infant teacher) for encouraging us all to 

participate once again this year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Blessings from Medjugorje  

 

The whole community is very proud of the 

school's catholic ethos and in light of this we 

thank Mrs Mary Margaret Burke (a 

Grandmother of pupils attending Scoil Naomh 

Iosef and a lifelong friend of Castlehackett NS) 

for remembering us in her prayers while o n a 

recent pilgrimage to Medjugorje. Mrs Burke 

also bought  all the religious items contained in 

the photograph below for the school. She also 

presented all the staff members with a set of 

rosary beads. We thank her most sincerely for 

her kindness as we do Mrs Mary Qualter  (a 

parent in the school) for organising th e weekly 

prayer meeting  in the school . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scríobhnóireacht na Gaeilge  

 

Nach álainn an caighdeán scríobhnóireachta 

é seo? Néata agus cruinn. Obair ghalánta gan 

amhras. Tá gaeilge mhaith labhartha ag na 

daltaí chomh maith. Labhair gaeilge leo sa 

bhaile. Ní bheidh díomá ort, mise á rá leat!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Castlehackett NS Newsletter Issue No. 12 Page 3 of 9 October 2015 

 

Pompeii Comes to Castlehackett  

 

We were delighted when Eoin Morris, a pupil in 

4th class shared photographs, a DVD and 

hardened lava samples from his uncle's visit to 

Pompeii , with the senior room.  No future 

teachings of the 79AD Mt Vesuvius eruption will 

ever be as memorable as this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Academy  

 
We thank all the pupils and their parents who 

have committed to participating in the Youth 

Academy in NUI  Galway . again this year. 

Senior pupils are availing of Saturday classes in 

psychology, computer engineering and 

science. Our future is in safe hands!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Athletics in Castlehackett NS  

 

Athletics has been the theme for our senior PE 

classes on Friday mornings for the past month. 

We participated in the Annaghdown Parish 

Athletics Day on Thursday 22 October. Well 

done to all the pupils involved. The pupils have 

been coached to appreciate th at we 

participate in athletics not for competitive 

prowess but for all that one gain õs personally 

through the process of being active. Selfish 

and all as this may seem , one runs for 

themselves and not for any competition  (unless 

theyõre part of a relay team!!) Running can 

become a lifelong passion for anybody (even 

the odd teacher or two!) when this truth 

dawns!  
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County Stars  

 

Congratulations to Minette Glynn and 

Clodagh Kilcommins  who were chosen to 

represent their county in a recent ladies 

football competition. We were very proud of 

them.  Their appetite for the game is 

marvellous and on this score Padraig 

Kilcommins (Clodagh's father) deserves huge 

praise for all of his input int o training all the 

senior girls in Castlehackett NS with one of our 

3 local GAA clubs.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion Class  

 

Congratulations to all the 2 nd  Class pupils who 

have now enrolled for their First Holy 

Communion.  This ceremony took place at the  

Saturday evening mass in Corrandulla Church 

on 17 October. We are very grateful to all the 

pupils, parents and Ms Mary Kelly (class 

teacher) for attending on the night. We wish 

them all well in their preparations for this very 

important occasion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Poetic Licence  

 

Well done to Molly McHugh (6th class) who 

composed the following fifth and final verse for 

"Trees" by Harry Behn below.  Poetry does inspire!  

 

"I remember well in days gone by , 

I would swing from branch low and high,  

Or try and catch an ugly crow,  

Trees really are the kindest things I  know."  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Tracey Melia Memorial Cup Winners  

 

Congratulations to those who took part in  the 

Inaugural  Tracey Melia Memorial Cup . There is 

simply no stopping these Gaelic footballers.  
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Sofware Engineering  

 

Mr Shane Kelly , a software engineer with a 

major engineering company in Galway City , 

visited the school as part of the Smart Futures 

Schools Visit Programme  in mid October. 

Shane explained about all the different types 

of engineering to the pupils and he highlighted 

the opportunities that are available in 

computer engineering in Galway at the 

moment.  He emphasised what we all already 

know ; the importance of pupils engaging well 

with mathematics and science at all levels of 

education , it's the future ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good News for Tiny Tots  

 

Any c hild born on or before  30 June 2012 not 

yet enrolled for the free preschool scheme , 

can enrol  before Friday 23 October to avail of 

the free scheme for this year and still be 

entitled to the free scheme in September 2016. 

This may suit some parents who were holding 

off because they felt their child was too young 

but now under the new announcement t hey 

would be eligible for 2 years free preschool. 

Spread the word. Phone Thelma for further 

details 0863982513 or any other queries 

regarding how Budget 2015 has impacted 

positively on preschool Childcare provision.  

 
 

 

Staff Professional Development  

 

Once again we thank staff members for 

attending training in special needs education, 

class planning, art teaching and iPad learning 

during the month of October. What will it be 

next month? This voluntary training all took 

place after school hours.  I know we all realise 

how fortunate the pupils in Castlehackett NS 

are to have such a highly motivated staff.  On 

behalf of the whole school community I wish to 

express our deepest gratitude.  

 

 

 

Stage School  

 

Groups of guitar bands and solo acts have 

taken to th e stage in recent weeks to 

show case their talent. An amount of courage 

was needed to do this before their peers. 

Molaimid iad.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date for your Diaries...  
 

Our annual Progressive 25 Card Drive  school 

fundraiser  will be held on Sunday 06 

December. Please write this into your diary.  

Further details will issue soon  but one thing is for 

sure, a great night is promised . 

 
 


