
																			NEWS SHEET 3 (DECEMBER 2016)

A Thuismitheoirí,
Tá an Nollaig beagnach buailte linn!  Term one has been a very busy and productive one here in the school.  I wish to compliment pupils, staff and parents for all their hard work and true diligence since September.  I have shared only some of the highlights with you below along with other points of important information.  
1.  Many thanks to our P.A. for organising our annual card drive on Sunday 4th of December.  As always the feedback from all of the card players on the night has been so positive.  A sum in the region of  €1300 was fund raised.  All of this money will go towards different projects to benefit all the pupils in the school.  The B.O.M. also wishes to express gratitude to the entire parent body, school staff and sponsors who supported the event.  
2. We congratulate past pupils Emma Keane and Jemma, Nicola and Allie Burke on their involvement with the historic All-Ireland winning Annaghdown ladies football team.  We look forward to welcoming the cup to the school.  
3. Our Christmas concert takes place on Monday 19th of December at 7pm sharp.  Santa is taking time out of his busy schedule to join us on the night!  There will be no cover charge at the door but raffle tickets will be on sale.  All welcome.
4. We are most grateful to school staff for all the extra time and energy they have expended in preparation for our concert night.  Many thanks to them also for attending professional development training in areas of maths, english and school management.  Much appreciated.   
5. Pupil and parent training on internet safety has now been provided.  Mr Brendan Smith communicated what was inappropriate internet behaviour and how we can safe-guard our children and deal with the issue of online bullying.
6. Senior pupils attended “Oliver” in Tuam recently.  Many thanks to the staff members who organised the trip.
7. Our visiting science teacher wowed pupils with her experiments as part of 
National Science Week.  It proved very popular with the pupils.  Exciting and educational all in one!
8. A visiting “Heritage in Schools Expert” gave a most engaging workshop (to senior pupils) on the story of Irish Musical Instruments since the arrival of our earliest settler almost 10,000 years ago.  The Expert brought amazing musical artefacts with him from bull horns to sea shells!  There really is music all around us and with this very rich heritage in mind, there is no doubt but that music is in all our souls!



9. We think about all of our 6th class pupils and their parents who at this moment in time have attended all of the enrolment drives held by our local secondary schools.  They are now deciding on which one to choose for September.  This is made all the more difficult by the fact that we are surrounded by so many quality local secondary schools, four in Tuam, one in Headford and one in Claregalway.  The staff have already been assisting parents with transitional arrangements and please note we would be delighted to continue doing so in the months ahead.  Formal contact will be made with the 6th class pupils’ choice of school in the New Year.  This is procedure.  We want to ensure in so far as possible that September is stress free in their new surroundings. 
10.  Over €300 was fundraised in our most recent clothing collection.  Many thanks to everybody involved.
11. We express our gratitude to the Curran family for kindly giving the fabulous Christmas tree that’s inside the front door to the school.  6th class pupils were only too delighted to decorate it recently.
12. We’re delighted to be one of the few schools nationally to offer an individual health and well being session to all the pupils in the school.  A proactive approach to bullying is the only policy consequently it’s the policy of Castlehackett N.S.
13. Monthly assembly is going very well.  We always have pupils share their poetry, singing, art and handwriting etc. with all the staff and pupils of the school through this forum.  This component of our assemblies has lauded pupils for their efforts and improved their confidence.
14. Siobhan Caffery (past pupil) is doing a work placement in the school at the moment.  She is doing an excellent job and we wish her well in her future career.
15. Ciara Glynn (past pupil) will be doing her teaching practice in Ms Kelly’s room after Christmas.  We wish her well also.
16. A bus trip to see a Christmas Show in Galway has been organised for Tuesday 20th of December for junior and senior infants.  We hope they have a lovely day and many thanks to all involved with that.
17.  Over 50 shoe boxes with Christmas gifts were prepared again this year for less fortunate children in other parts of the world.  Well done.
18. A system to ensure safety on our yard for the pupils/staff on their breaks is in place for icy and frosty days.  It is working very well.
19. It has been established that any parental concerns relating to the school bus in the future, should be brought to the attention of the bus driver first and foremost. Should any parent still be unsatisfied contact should then be made with the school bus section in Bus Éireann.    
20. The Book club order was once again very substantial.  We feel that you would all agree that there’s excellent variety and value to be had.  Buíochas mór to everybody involved.
21. The school photographs were circulated recently.  I think you would all agree that they were most professional.



22. We were delighted to have an attendance of over one hundred people at the launch of the restored Feeragh Pipe Band drums and pipes.  Congratulations on the success of this to the organising committee.
23. The model of Learning Support/Resource help in all schools is to be modified/altered by the Department of Education from September 2017.  No indication has been given at this stage as to how this will impact on schools.  We would hope that it would not culminate in a reduction in our time allocation.  Further details will issue in the New Year.
24. Ms. Lucy Flemming will be going on maternity leave in early January 2017.  We congratulate her on her good news.  
25. The school has been successful in obtaining a county council cycling grant based on our detailed application which focused on the efforts pupils and staff make to cycle to school weather permitting.  Reference was also made to our annual cycle to Cnoc Meadha and our cycle safety training days.  All of this extra information aided our application.  Many thanks to the staff involved with the application.
26. School closes on Thursday the 22nd of December at 12 noon for the Christmas Holdiays and reopens on Monday the 9th of January.  Once again many thanks for all the support since September.  

Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain Nua Mhaith,

Beir bua agus Beannacht,


               Fergal O’Neachtain

