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A Thuismitheoirí,
Tá tús iontach curtha again leis an mBliain nua.Tá sé deacair a chreidiúint go bhfuil Lá Fhéile Bríde caite againn! Táimid uilig ag súil leis an Earrach anois. Tagann borradh agus fás ar gach rud, fiú orainn féin!
Firstly I wish to compliment pupils, staff and parents for all their hard work and true diligence since our last issue. I have shared only some of the highlights with you below along with other points of important information.
1. Monthly school assemblies are proving to be a very successful initiative. Talent is showcased and a platform is created for staff to express the school’s expectation re. behaviour, work ethic and attitude etc.
2. Ms Susan Shaughnessy is taking the pupils for Irish dancing classes during the school day. Many thanks for payments received to date.  A gentle reminder for those families who haven’t paid to do so at your earliest convenience. Yoga/Mindfulness classes will take place for the pupils in term 3! Participation by all pupils is to be strongly encouraged to ensure provision of extra-curricular activities during the school day in the future.
3. We welcome Tom Naughton back to the school this year. Tom takes the senior pupils for a weekly Basketball/Football training session every Thursday.
4. The school website will be updated in the coming weeks. In a concerted effort to safe guard pupil/staff identity, photographs on this and any other media forum will be kept to a minimum in the future.
5. We welcome Ms Ciara McDonagh as our new senior room teacher. She is covering for Ms Lucy Fleming’s maternity leave. We also welcome Mrs Cathy Meenaghan in the learning support department. They are both highly motivated teachers and we are all very fortunate to have them on the staff of the school.
6. The school will be closed on the 23rd and 24th of February for our mid-term break. The school will also be closed on March 17th and 20th for the St. Patrick’s Day weekend. Finally, please note that the school will be closed again on Friday 24th of March to facilitate a whole school training day on the new language curriculum (please read the attached information sheet)
7. Many thanks to our P.A. who purchased sports equipment for the school before the Christmas holidays. The P.A. also sourced and painted our fabulous Buddy Benches.
8. All News Sheets since the start of the year are now available to read on our school website in case you’ve misplaced your hard copies. Many thanks for all the I.T. support provided in this regard by our parent body.
9. Please continue to sign your child’s homework journal every night. Many thanks.
10. The B.O.M. is exploring/investigating all options regarding our running track at the moment. It’s at the early planning stage at the moment. We may be in a position to give further information in the near future. 
11. 6th class pupils and their parents will be completing questionnaires re. transitioning to secondary school in the coming days. The completed survey forms are to be returned to the school by Friday 17th of February. It is hoped that the collated data might inform Department policy on this matter in the future.
12. Our Castlehackett 8k takes place on Sunday the 11th of June! Time for us all to start training! We are currently at the point of organising a new committee and as always we extend an invitation to staff, parents and B.O.M. members to come on board in this regard. This is the only means we all have to voice our opinion and contribute. Please consider coming on board as making suggestions after the event is over is simply too late. The first committee meeting will take place shortly. Should you be in a position to join the organising committee please let the school know before the mid- term break. Your support would be very much appreciated. The committee will also be looking for race sponsors in the weeks ahead. Perhaps we could all keep this in mind! Support of this nature is imperative for the success of the event. This will be the 3rd hosting of our Castlehackett 8k and to date we have netted c. €15,500 in funds! Our running track will no doubt be finished in style! There may well be some funds remaining to engage in other exciting projects! All very good news indeed!  
13. Confirmation for our 5th and 6th class pupils takes place on Tuesday 28th of February @11am. Many thanks to parents and staff who are currently preparing our pupils for their big day. All pupils will be wearing their school uniform on the big day!
14. Staff attended a special needs workshop in Knockroon N.S. on February 1st. Staff also assembled for a seminar on dyslexia on February 6th. We all appreciate the true diligence of the staff of Castlehackett N.S. 
15. Our newly painted interior doors have given a great lift to our school. Many thanks to Pat Shaughnessy, the B.O.M. and our P.A. on this joint initiative.
16. A 4/5 week daily literacy drive will take place after the mid-term break in all the classrooms. Every pupil will be encouraged to read a carefully selected book (part of a book in the senior classes) at an appropriate difficulty level to their parent every evening. Parents will be asked to record the book’s title and sign a prepared spreadsheet nightly. Instilling a love of reading is a gift we must pass on to our children. There is a level of commitment on all sides in getting this literacy initiative off the ground. With the workload being shared I’ve no doubt that the benefits will far outweigh the collective lift this project will take.
17. Our most recent clothes recycling collection yielded another c.€350! Amazing work and many thanks. We accept bags of clothes/shoes all year round.
18. Many thanks for supporting our Setanta Book Club purchasing throughout the year. The school gets a % of all purchased books back in credit. New book titles are being continuously added to our school libraries as a result of this.
19. Our open morning for parents of new infants will take place on Monday 27th of February from 10:45am until 11:45am. We are confident of 8 new enrolments to date. Please spread the word and encourage as many prospective parents as possible to attend on the morning.
20. We welcome and thank past pupils Siobhán Caffery and Claire Burke for engaging in work experience placements in the school recently.
21. Swimming lessons for 2nd to 6th class (inclusive) will take place after Easter. Further details will issue nearer the date.
22. The junior school tour will take place in Loughwell farm, Moycullen and the senior tour will be going to Bay Sports, Athlone this year. Both tours will take place on the same day at the end of June. Further details will issue in term 3.
23. Our end of year/graduation mass will take place during school time at the end of June. A date and time will be confirmed with Fr Hughie Loftus shortly.
24. Tiny Tots pre-school are giving parents the opportunity to collect their children from 12:15pm should they so wish. Any parent who wishes to avail of this option has been asked to have their car removed from the school yard and the gate closed by 12:25pm. This is to ensure the safety of our pupils who use the yard during their lunch break at 12:30pm.
25. We thank staff who will avail of RSE training in March.
26. Under the new special educational needs model, all learning support and resource teachers roles will now be amalgamated.
27. We thank staff who will avail of religion in service training on February 14th.
28. In an effort to increase the physical activity of all our pupils, every classroom is now participating in a ‘10 @ 10’ initiative, i.e. ten minutes of physical activity at ten o’clock every day!
29. Please continue to encourage your children to eat healthily at school. Many thanks to PCCC Nutrition and Dietetic Service Galway for advising staff on this and for providing the enclosed information sheets..
30. Well done to the senior children who participated in a table quiz organised by Caherlistrane community council on Friday 10th of February. They swept the boards against very strong opposition from other local primary schools!
31. Lunchtime GAA training sessions for our senior pupils will be starting on Wednesday March 1st.
32. The First Confession for 2nd class will take place at 11am on Wednesday 22nd of March in Corrandulla Church. Children are requested to wear their uniforms and may travel directly from home to the Church in the morning or travel from the school. Afterwards they can return to school or go home with their parents. 2nd class will be making their First Holy Communion on Saturday May 20th @11am. Pupils do not wear their uniforms on this day.
33. Operation Continuation (Information as email by Jennifer Duggan, Organiser)
Leading Annaghdown / Corrandulla Community into a healthier 2017
We are having an information night on Wed Feb 15th @ 8.30pm in Corrandulla New Hall. On the night we will introduce Our Project Co-ordinator, Our 6 Instructors, Our Nutritionist, Our Pharmacist and Our 6 Leaders.
Operation Continuation will start the week of 27th Feb with the 6 Leaders meeting with the nutritionist and having their initial weigh in and health check. Training begins on Wed Mar 1st where one of our 6 instructors will take everyone through their paces. Everyone is welcome to attend the classes and follow their chosen leader at a minimal cost of €2 per class. Classes will run on Wed and Fri evenings from 8.15pm with an organised walk/jog every Sunday morning under the guidance of our 6 local fitness gurus .There will be an optional weigh in on a Friday evening for any of the followers if they wish to do so .For more info contact: Jennifer 087 – 2348061 or email info@annaghdown.ie
34. Please find attached details re. the ‘Tech-A-Break’ challenge.
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