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Nílimid i bhfad anois ó bhrisadh na Samhna! Teastaíonn uaim buaicphointí na bliana go dtí seo agus eolas ginearálta a roinnt libh anseo anois. Many thanks to you all for your support as always and for the great start you’ve help us make to this new academic year.
1. We extend our condolences to John and Ellen Mongan and family on the tragic death of their son Bernard. Ar deis Dé go raibh a anam.
2. Many thanks to all our parents and staff for being so understanding and patient in the face of unprecedented weather conditions earlier in the week and forced school closures. As previously communicated via text the school will not now close on Thursday the 19th of October due to a planned interruption to the school’s electricity supply. However it is expected that supply will be interfered with to update cabling as soon as crews have completed all damage nationally in the wake of hurricane Ophelia. Should this interruption occur during the school week you will be notified as soon as the school gets its notification.
3. Mrs Noelle Gannon will be taking her maternity leave in January 2018. We congratulate her and her family on their good news. She will certainly be missed in the school. A teacher will be appointed to cover this leave very soon.      
4. Parent Teacher meetings will take place on November the 13th and 14th. Times will issue before the mid-term break.
5. All the children are free to dress up in Halloween costumes on Friday 27th of October. €2 from each participating pupil will be collected.  All monies fundraised will be donated to Temple Street Children’s Hospital, Dublin 
6. A Christmas recital will take place during the school day on December 21st  at 11am. We’d be delighted to have you should you be in a position to attend.    
7. Our annual Christmas card drive takes place on Sunday the 3rd of December. Please spread the word and support.
8. We thank Lisa St John for all her excellent teaching and preparation on her middle room teaching practice. Sinéad Treacy another past pupil will be taking 6th class every Tuesday morning for 8 weeks for a maths lesson as part of her teaching qualification. When past pupils choose teaching as a career you’d like to think it has something to do with the positive experience they’ve enjoyed at primary level!
9. Congratulations to all our G.A.A. teams who have competed so admirably in recent school’s competitions. Our senior hurling team have made history by succeeded in reaching the county mini 7s finals that will be held in Loughgeorge this Friday the 20th of October at 12 noon. Loughrea N.S. and Brierhill N.S.  are in our group. They better have their homework done! All support welcome.
10. A special word of thanks to Mr. David Reilly who is now the senior football manager for the school. We all appreciate the time he gives to train the team during his lunch break. We are already looking forward to the next round of competitions in the new year.
11. Exciting news on our new sensory garden! Michael Ryan landscaping has been asked to design our garden and there’s an urgency to bring this project to completion asap. A special word of thanks to Thelma O Reilly and our newly elected P.A. who are working so hard to bring this project to fruition.
12. Developing our school’s athletics track is also very much on the agenda and we look forward to sharing our plans with you all in the near future.
13. Please find enclosed a leaflet on healthy lunchbox options.
14. Pupils in the junior school cycle and the children in Tiny Tots will be attending a Christmas concert in Galway city on Wednesday December 20th! Mrs Gannon has the bus booked! All very exciting! Further details will issue nearer the time. 
15. Stretch and grow lessons and tin whistle lessons are all going very well. Hip Hop lessons have been booked for term 2 in the New Year. You will be invited to attend a performance at the end of the set of lessons!
16. Events for science week (November 13th to 24th) are being booked! We’re looking forward to having scientists visit our school once again this year.
17. The school is making another clothing collection. All monies fundraised are always given to the P.A. for various educational projects for the pupils. Basketballs are currently being purchased and the possibility of mounting a defibrillator on an external school wall for community access is also being investigated. Many thanks to the P.A. committee and to all of our parent body for always supporting our clothing collections.
18. Tom Naughton  our visiting G.A.A. coach will be retiring in December. We thank him for his long commitment to our school and we wish him a long and happy retirement. 
19. We thank all staff members for constantly availing of continuous professional development. Teachers have attended workshops on special educational needs , p.e. and station teaching since September 2017 and have shared content generously with other staff members.  Molaim sibh.
20. School closes at normal times on Friday 27th of October for the mid-term break and reopens on Monday 6th of November.
21. Staff are so grateful for all the help parents consistently give their children in completing their homework nightly. Ní neart go cur le chéile. Míle buíochas.
22. Best of luck to Ms Lucy Fleming and her senior room athletes who will be participating in the annual Annaghdown sports on Thursday 26th of October in Annaghdown N.S. Athletics isn’t for some pupils in Castlehackett N.S., it’s for every pupil and we thank Ms Fleming for ensuring every pupils participation on the day in both short and long races.      
23. An education officer from Connemara national park is to give a workshop in each of the 3 classrooms before the Christmas. The main topic for discussion will be the wild birds that are to be found in our area and how to help sustain them during the long winter months.
24. The meeting with the school psychologist has had to be rescheduled due to the forced school closures earlier in the week. Fergal Naughton and Elizabrth Keady will give feedback from this rescheduled meeting to the parents of pupils who attend the s.e.n. department in the school at their parent teacher meeting after the mid-term break.
25. The school has invested and is investing more in new resources (concrete resources and I.T. software) for the s.e.n. dept. All very exciting news.
26. Parents and staff might consider training now for our Castlehackett 8k in June 2018! It is a long way off but starting with small distances and often now could well make this difficult feat possible later in 2018!  
27. Our monthly whole school assemblies are all going very well and many thanks to staff who have helped update a number of school policies in recent week. All very productive work and well done.
28. Some very interesting team teaching ideas are being explored in all classrooms at the moment. This is really complimenting the whole learner experience. Well done staff and pupils on this.
29. Please note that the school’s Facebook page will be reactivated in the coming weeks. Please like and share. There will be no photographs of the pupils posted on this forum. Also note that all previous copies of the school’s News Sheets are available to read and download on the school’s website. This issue will be posted on the website very soon. Friends of Castlehackett N.S. have asked where they might get access to these. Please inform them.

I enjoy sharing with you all the good news stories from Castlehackett N.S. always. We are really looking forward to the rest of the term and I hope all the pupils and staff get a well earned rest during the mid-term break.

Beir bua agus beannacht,

Fergal Ó Neachtain
   
