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                    News Sheet 15
12th April 2019.
A Thuismitheoirí,

Ba liom príomh scéalta na scoile/eolas ginearálta a roinnt libh anseo agus An Cháisc beagnach buaillte linn! Bainigí taitneamh as. Please find the latest school news items below together with other important points of information. Enjoy reading them.
1. The school closes this Friday at 12 noon for the Easter holidays and reopens on Tuesday 30thof April.
2. The school will be closed on Monday the 29thof April to facilitate teacher training. Also note that the school will be closed on Friday the 3rd of May and Monday the 6thof May for the May Bank holiday weekend. The school will also be closed on the 31st of April and the 3rd of June for the June Bank holiday.
3. The whole school reading drive has proven to be phenomenally successful. Many thanks to all our staff and parents for making this possible.
4. Many thanks for not giving their children any smart phone access/unsupervised internet access and are reminded to keep doing so.
5. Tin Whistle lessons for pupils in 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th classes cost a subsidised rate of €10 per pupil. This work out exactly at €1 per lesson! This represents excellent value for money. I’d ask that this be paid after the Easter holidays for Term 3. As with all payments to the school please put the exact amount in an envelope with your child’s name and what it’s for written on the outside. Your child is encouraged to hand this up to your class teacher in the morning.
6. Thanks to Kathleen for coming into the school and helping 1st 2nd and 3rd develop their gardening skills. She will be in to lend a hand to the senior room after Easter.
7. The school and the PA are looking into organising coding lessons for the whole school many thanks to the PA and all the parents for this opportunity
8. Swimming lessons will commence in Tuam swimming pool for classes 2nd to 6th on Tuesday 30th of April and continue for 8 weeks. We encourage all pupils to avail of this opportunity. Please refer to the previous letter sent home regarding this.
9. Your child may well get p.e. homework in the coming weeks in preparation for the Castlehackett 8k and upcoming cycling events (in the senior room).Please continue to encourage this.“Children and young people need 60 minutes of moderate to vigorous physical activity EVERY day. 80% of Irish children and young people DO NOT reach this target”.
10. Well done to our teams who competed brilliantly in the Cumann na mBunscol girls competition that was held in our own fantastic facility of Castlehackett NS. Cumann na mBunscol GAA boys competition will take place also during school time in Term 3 and we will confirm the dates after the Easter! The Cumann na mbunscoil hurling competition is fixed to take place on Friday the 17th of May. The Acorn Cup is due to take place on Monday evenings in May starting the 06/05/19 @ 6.30 p.m. The launch is provisionally booked for Thursday the 2nd of May @ 7.30 p.m.   While we’ll all be very busy (nobody more so than the pupils themselves), participation in sport of any type is all very much worthwhile and time well spent!
11. Bags of recycled clothes are always welcome. There will be another collection date on Thursday the 2nd  of May so so please get collecting any unused clothes over the Easter Holidays.  All funds raised in this way are always given to our P.A. to aid in all the wonderful work they do for our pupils.
12. As always the P.A. are organising the raffle for Easter many thanks for this. This year’s chosen charity is Rosabel’s Rooms. 
13. Many thanks to the staff who attended training days on Numicon, Friends for life, Fundamental Movement skills, Ipad training and also a training day in the new language curriculum in our school recently. Our pupils are very fortunate to have such talented/committed staff members working with them every day.
14. Congratulations to all our pupils who celebrated their Confirmation and First Confession since our last News Sheet. Many thanks to Fr Seán, staff and parents for the role you all played in preparing our students to make these sacraments. We now eagerly await our First Holy Communion Day on the 18th of May.
15. Our very close friends, the extended Bligh family, will be visiting our school in May. Their continued support and love of our school is greatly appreciated.
16. Finally a huge thank you to all the parents, PA, children and the general school community in the great success that was the Bingo event held recently. It was a wonderful event. Our next big school event is our 8k event on Sunday the 9th of June at 10am

Buíochas as an nuacht litir seo a léamh,

Cáisc Shona,
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